Brief ColleQion 


Our of the 


RECORDS. 


OF THE 


Touching | 
Ele&ions of the SHERIFFS of 
London and the County of Middleſex. 


By Order of the Loxd MAYOR and Court of 
ALDERMEN. 


——*HE Chatters are ta the Citizens to choofe their 
SHERIFFS; bur by Ufage and particylar By» 

Laws thole Elections have beer: reſtrained tothe Liveries.” 
'A | And 


AED) 


And fo it hath been the Uſage from the 21th yearof EZ. 
ward the Third, for4he Lord Mayor to nominate or chooſe 
a Perſon, cither in Common Hall; or it Drank to before, 
to Preſent him to. the Common Hall; and He there hath 
always been confirmed and allowed to be one of the Sheriffs, 
until the year 1641- Except in four or five years between 
the 21:h of Edward the Third and 3641. wherein the She- 
riffs were on the Day of |EleQion bath nominated by the 
Commonalty , the Perſons choſen by the Mayor having 
before refuſed the Office, and paid the Forfeiture. And 
from 164:c. during all the time of the Rebellion, and fo 
to the year 1663, the Perſon nominated by the Lord Mayor 
was refufed to be confirmed by the Common Hall - bur 
hath been confirmed ever ſince (except in the year x674.) 


to the year 1680, 

For this Reaſon (becauſe the Lord Mayor hath Nomina. 
ted a Perſon to be one of the Sheriffs) do the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen. withdraw, leaving the Commons to 
Confirm: hirh, and Ele&; the other ( as they do likewiſe 
pon the Choice of Lord Mayor ; becauſe there the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen chooſe him out of the Two preſent- 
ed by the Commons.) -But at other Common: Halts 
they do not withdraw, as at the Choice of Members ro 
ferve in Parliament;&c, .. 2 Wn 

This Priviledge of the Lord Mayor is in the Cities Re- 
cords, ſeveral times ſaid tobe according to Ancient Cuſtoms, 
Rules, and Ordinances of the City. 

Indeedin an AQ of Common Council, made the 4th of 
Hemxy the Fifth, it is expreſſed , That the Sheriffs ought 
to be freely .and indifferently choſen by the more ſufficient 
Citizens, ſummoned to thoſe EleRions. 

But ſome other As of Common Council make particn- 
tar mention of, or imply the aforeſaid Priviledge of the 
Lord Mayor: As an A in Edward the Third's time, 
That Citizens abſenting themſelves on the Day of EleQi- 
on, to avoid the Office of Sheriff, ſhall forfeit an Hun- 
dred Pounds. .And the Mayor every year to ſay in his 
Conſcience, and by his Oath ; If he had choſen any other 
than he hath choſen, if he had been preſent, and to name 
- the Perſon. And the Commonalty in the ſame man- 


ne 


. 


r. 
An Ad made the 7th of Richard the Second, That St. 
Matthews Day ſhall be the Day for EleQion of a Sheriff, 
«And-when the Commons ſhall have agreed upon a Perſon, 
. they ſhall preſent him to the Mayor and Aldermen. 

An 


/ 


(3) 

An AQ made the 19th of Henry the Eighth, If any 
Citizen happen to be named and eleted, as well'by the 
Mayor ( according to his Ancient Prerogative ) as by the 
Commonalty , on the Second of September , and take not 
the Office , he ſhall forſcir, &c, 

An AR made the 3oth of Henry the Eighth , That the 
EleRion of Sheriffs for the Commonalty ſhall be had and 
uſed on the Day of St. Peter ad Vincula. Provided that 
the Mayor ſhall at any time before Lammas, Name and 
Ele& one of the' Sheriffs at his Pleafure, | | 

An AQ made the. 13th of Queen Elizabeth, If any 
Citizen happen to be choſen Sheriff, either by the Mayor, 
orelſe by the Commons, at times and place appointed, &c. 
=_ appear not to take upon him the Office, he ſhall for- 
eit,&c, | | 

AnAdQ, 24thof the ſame Queen, whereby the Firſt of 
Augui# is appointed the Day for Confirmation, Allow- 
ance and Election of the Perſons to be . named Sheriffs b 
the Lord Mayor according to Ancient Uſage, and for 
Ietion of another by the Lord Mayor: and Commons. 
If the Perſon to be named by the Mayor ſhall before- the 
Firſt of Auguf?, refuſe to take upon him the Office, or 
Deceaſe , or that new Nomination ſhall need to be made, 
it ſhall 'be lawful for the Lord Mayor before the Firſt 
of Auguſt, to make new Nomination or Nominations , 
as hath been accuſtomed, 

An A& 36 of Eliz, and the ſame almoſt Repeated 
7 Car. 1. Differing only in the Penalties, which are made 
greater by this of 7 Cay, 1. This Repeals all former 
AQs touciing Elc4ion and Confirmation of Sheriffs (the 
Penalties in them having been too mild) and Conſti- 
tutes the Day as well for Confirmation and Allow- 
ance of ſuch Perſons as ſhall be Choſen and Elected by 
the Lord Mayor to be Sheriffs, as for the Choice - of 
ſuch other Perſons, as by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Commons ſhall be Chofen to be Sheriffs, to be the 
Four and twentieth of Jane. And thereby it is En- 
ated, That if any Perſon that ſhall be ſo Choſen or 
Ele&:d, do not before the next Court of Aldermen, en- 
ter into Bond to take upon him the Office, he ſhall 
Forfeit Four hundred pounds. And that if any Forfeiture 
ſhall be made by any Perſon to be firſt Choſen or Ele- 
Red by the Lord Mayor, One hundred pounds of. ſuch 
Forfeitures ſhall be to him that ſhall firſt, in the ſame 
Year accept the Office, And if after ſuch Acceptance 

| any 
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any qQther Forfeiture ſhall happen to be made by any Per- 
fon that ſhall be Choſen by the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
inen, and Commons, One hundred pounds thereof ſhall 
be to him that ſhall' firſt after accept the Office , being 
Eleted by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen , and Com- 
mons. And that' no':Alderman, by Poſteriority of Electi- 
on, be inferiour. to a Commoner , That the Lord Mayor 
do not Chooſe any Commoner while there is an Alder- 
man Eligyble. &-* 

The uſual Prochamation that begins the Common - Hall 
an - M:dſummer Day, declares that They are ſummen- 
ed tor Confirmation of the Perſon choſen by the Lerd 
Mayor , and for Election of. another, to be Sheriffs for 
the Year enſuing. | 

From the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign , 
the Perſons Drank to by the LordMayor, have trequent- 
ly before Confirmation by the. Common Hall, Sealed Bonds 
to hold the Office, or paid the Forfeiture upon Refuſal to hold, 
or Swore themſelves not of Ability to hold. | 
_ By all which ic:may appear, That what Sir Fob» Moore, 
the preſent Lord Mayor, hath done in Chooſing Mr. North, 
and Prefenting him to the Common Hall to be Confirmed, 
is no Innovation, but is warranted by Uſage and Adts of 
Common Councel , notwithſtanding the falſe Inſinuations 
lately ſet forth in Print to the Contrary. 
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Moore Mayor. 
Jovis xxix*. Die Junij 1682. Annoque Regni 
Regis C ARO L I Secundi, Angh ec. xxxup. 
HIS Court taking Notice of divers Papers that 

. bave been lately Printed, touching the Uſage in 
Choofing the Sheriffs of this City , and the County of 
Muldleſex, doth Order that this Collefion , which 
hath been made out of the Cities RECORDS, by 
Direction of this Court,be forthwith Printed,to give Infor- 
mation 10 the Citizens of this City touching this Matter. 


W agltaffe. 


—————— ———— —— 
Printed by S.Rogcroft Printer to this Honourable City, 1682, 


